[Pattern-reversal visual evoked potentials and electroretinography in the early diagnosis of chronic simple glaucoma].
For differential, therapeutic, and prognostic reasons the recognition of early lesions in glaucoma chronicum simplex is very important. Besides sophisticated ophthalmological investigations optic nerve and retinal functions can be tested by flash and pattern-reversal evoked visual potentials and electroretinograms. 38 glaucomatous eyes were investigated by VEP and ERG applying single and flicker flashes as well as transient pattern-reversal stimuli of different check sizes. The results related to the degree of visual field disturbances show the damage of retinal and neuronal elements in a descending order affecting first of all the macular cones, then the rod system, and later on the elements of the second retinal neuron. The ganglion cells seems to be affected after all.